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ist April, 1955 


Thank you for your personal letter to me about 
Egypt dated the 16th March, which Winthrop delivered 
to me on the 23rd March. Let me say at once how much 


encouraged I am by the waption, which it seems to 


1dV89OLOHd O39NGONdIY 98 OL LON - 1HOI1YAGOD 


7330 Cao0se 


me underlies everything you say, that you and we must 
maintain co-operation in these as in all other matters. 
As of course you know, our representatives in 
Cairo have now made further separate approaches to try 
te get the Egyptian Government to open discussions 
with us, and we have given the Egyptians a note of the 
five pointe in the package proposal, and told them 
that we are ready to start talks on the basis of these 
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five points, and that we do not seek to fix beforehand 

the order in which the points are discussed. At the 

seme time we have made it clear that no final or binding 
/agreement 


The Honourable 
Dwight D. Sisenhower- 


agreement would be signed upon any single point 
until satisfactory understandings had been reached 
en all tee pointe, which in our view are inseparably 
bound together. It does seem to =e that it would 
be unreasonable of the Egyptians to refuse to start 
talks with us on this basis, and we would hope that, 
ones talks had begun, we should be able to convises 
them of the justice and practical need of our 
reaching & settlewent on all the different points. 

I am particularly glad to see from your 
letter that you yourself feel that ac justifiable 
criticism of our plen can be made; and I carried 
away from ay talks with you the clear iapression 
that you agreed with us on the need for sound 
arrangements to asintein in being our Middle East 
base. 
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I also understand what you say in your letter 
about the need te avoid the appearance of our 
attempting to dominate together the councils of the 
free world. As you know, we certainly Go recognise 
the rights of Egypt, and we are fully ready to 
negotiate with her as with an equal. Ie return, 
we must expect that the Egyptian Government should 
face the facts of life. After ell, we are being 
asked to give up soasthing of rezi value; it is 
something which we have created as « result of the 
experience which we gained in the lest war at the 
cost of so many lives and so auch expenditure of effort, 
time and aoney. We are being asked to substitute for 
this, whieh we now hold, an agreement which must be io 
part an act of faith in Egypt. Aaa on this agreement 
will rest an essential clement in the defence of the 
free world against aggression. That is why your help 
is so necessary. 

I am sure that neither of us have aay illusions 
about the people we are dealing with. Of course they 
are out for their own ends, but we have got soushew to 

fey to lead 
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rH 


FUMED 


try to lead them to see that those ends must end can 
be reconciled with the wider interests involved. I~ 
Go not believe that the process will be an easy one, 
end I em quite sure that the Egyptians will take 
every opportenity to exploit any real or even 
imaginary differences between you and us. If they 
think that they can get better terms by appealing to 
vy to use your fluence with us, they will not 
hesitate to do se. 

You end we have agreed broadly on what we 
think is the minimum which we can accept if we are to 
mainteis our ability to defeng the Middle Bast. We 
cannot, for the sake of avoiding unpleasantness, 
@llow thet minimum to be whittled away. And if it 
is not to be whittled away, you and we will need to 
stand together and present « united front. If we 
@llow the Egyptians to imagine, by any differences in 
our methods of approach to them, that in the last 
resort they cen rely upon you to rescue them from the 
unpleasant consequences of their own obstinate refusal 
te face fects, then I believe we shall fail to secure 
eny satisfactory and lasting agreement. Together, 

we cannot hetp 
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we cannot help wielding imsense influences, and there is 
me question of Gemination here; 


T am Sure that we are agreed upon 
fundamentals, but it is important also that we agree 
“won testies, since our experience shows that the 
Nayptians are enly too reaty to mistake any divergence 
im tasties for disagreement on our basic eime. 

7 hope you will forgive me for having uritten 
St sueh length. T Rave done so because I believe 
that Egypt is = test case. If we can get a setticant 
Shere, which the world will eee has beon achieved by 
our united efforts, the denefits both in the Kiddie 
mast and elsewhere my spread cut ike ripples on a 


Pend. 7 Rope we can achieve it, but I om eure it will 
be @ teugh job. 


(Sgd.) ANTHONY EDEN 
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ly dear Friend, 
L Thank you so much for your letter, 

You <now toe importance I attach to our invormal 
interchange of throughta, 

course ay Number One is Britain with her 

eighty million white English-speaking people working with 
your one-hundred-and-forty sillion, My hepe for the 
future is founded on tie inereasing unity of the English- 
Speaking world. If that holds all holds. If that fails 
mo one can be sure of what fll happen, his does not 
wean that we should seek to dominate international discus- 
ions or always try to say the sase thing. There are some 
cases hovever sere without offending the cirele of naticas 
toe fact that Britain and tue United States took a joint 
initiative miznt by itself settle a dispute peaceably to 
the general advantage of the free world, 
3e It was for this reason that I hoped that Anglo~ 
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<2 38 


American wnity in Egypt and also in ihe Levant incluiin, 
Israel, would enable us without bloodshed to secure our 
common military and political interests, I dic act think 


A 
it would have been wrong for Slim and 8411 with our to 


i 
Ambassadors to have oresented the package to Seguib and 


then see,what he had to gay about it. This was on the 
basis that you would not be asked by us to contribute aoney 
or men to any @fchting if things went wrong as they may 
well do now. 

4 However, you have decided that unless invited by 
Reguib, who like all dictators is the servant of tee forces 
behind him, we cannot present a joint proposal, ile tuere- 
fore havé to go on alone, I think however that the fact 
that Britain and the United States are agreed upon what 
should be done to preserve an effective base there seens 

as far as it has gone, already to have had a modifying and 
helpful influence. Mere bluster by Neguib has not so far - 
been accompanied by any acts of violence. 

i There is a view strongly held on the Opposition 
side of Parliament that we ought to abandon@ Bagot, 
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-3~ on :) 
altogether, argued that the interests in the aiddle 
East which we bear the burden of defending are internst ion. 


al and NATO interests far @ore than British, The post-war 


48 you will reneaber, for three years we did 
without tho Suez Canal, We can keep our comtacts with 
Malaya and Australgsia round the Cape as ve did then. Ye | 
could maintain our influonce in the Levant and stern 
Mediterranean frog Cyprus and our interests in the Persian 
Gulf frow Aden, The great improvesent of the right flank i 
of the Western Front achieved by the Yugo+Tito-Greoko- 

aussian 
attack upon Palestine and keypt definitely mare remete in 
distance and therefore in what is Vitalginanely in (Capi- 
tails) Tlar, It ia pointed out taat if we brought our 
troops home ani under their rearguards our *vorthehile 
Stores valued at about £270 million ama also cancelled the 
£200 willion So-called sterlin Gebts (ineurred in defend- 


ing Egypt in the Yar) we should experience great relief, 
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6. If jour advisers really think that it would be a 
good thin, if we washed our hands of tie whole business I 
should very much like to be told. It is quite certain 
that we could not justify indefinitely keeping eighty 
thousand aen over there at more than million a year 
discharge an international task in this area, If with 
your influence this burden could be largely reduced the 
great international Canal could continue to serve all 
nations, at any rate in tise of peace, witnout throwing an 
intolerable burden upen us. It is for these reasons which 
have nothing to do with Imperialism toxt I persevere. 

7 As all this seems to have sosething to do with 


history in which we have both occasionally ens. I an 
sure you will not mind my putting the matter before you as 


I see it. 
With kind regards, 


The President of the United States of America. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


S 
Washington. Eg |= Fer ll 


April 7th, 1953. 
PERSONAL AND SECRET 


GQBear Winston7 


Just before your letter of April fifth reached my desk, I 
learned that Anthony is to undergo a major operation. Please 
convey to hi iy warm greetings and my most prayerful wishes for 
his early recovery. I have a great respect for his wisdom and 
integrity; the free tions cannot spare his sound counsel in 
these parlous times. 


It would be difficult for me to find a single line in your 
letter with which I disagree, even if I were minded to look for such 
an opportunity. The convictions expressed in my former letter to 
you merely paralleled the old proverb about leading ahorse to water. 
I assume that Naguib wants, above all else, to remain in power 
in Egypt. To do that, he has to have a large proyortion of 
the population with him. To satisfy the population's intense 
emotionalism with respect to national prestige, he must appear 
always to be treated in the world's councils as a complete equal. 
Consequently, a meeting on his own territgry should be arranged, 
if possible, by his invitation. 
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If this is to be brought about, then we need really skillful 
negotiaters to get him*to realize how big he would look to his own 
people if hé should issue an invitation and both of our governments 
Should accept. 


As to the abilities of our own Ambassadors - either yours or 
ours - in Egypt, I know nothing. They may be quite skiilful and 
imaginative; likewise, they may be the reverse. In any event, 
our two Ambassadors went to see Naguib and were rebuffed. This 
is the unpleasant fact that must be taken into consideration as 
we lay plans to go further. 


WOISSIWUId LNOHLIA ATW) IHavadOLON, 


Possibly one way, now, to go about the affair is for your 
own representative to start negotiations with Naguib and, when 
there arises in those negotiations the question of additional 
arms for Egypt - which might in part be provided by us — the 
question of America's interests and the conditions on which these 
arms would be furnished, would seem to create a natural opening 
for an invitation of our representatives to the conference. As 
quickly as we should receve any kind of intimation of welcome, 
General Hull would be on his way. 


Our general agreement with you as to the things thet ought 
to be done in that araa and our readiness to do our best in bring- 
ing these things about, stand just as they did when we so 
expressed ourselves to Anthony during his visit. 


But we are convinced that if your government and ours should 
press Naguib with some sort of ultimatum to the effect that he 
had to come dato a conference with the two of us or we would 
simply welk out and desert the region, then me would have no 
recourse but defiance. He would realize, of course, that as 
a result he might eventually go under. But he would calculate 
that, by acceptance, he would go under without delay. 


/There 


There is another subject of vital interest to us both and 
concerning which I have spoken to you a number of times. It is 
the need, in Europe, for uniform progress on the Common Defense 
Plan and for greater political and economic unity. In recent 
weeks I have been consulting with official and unofficial repre- 
sentatives from some of the countries in Western Europe. Almost 
without excdption, they have said that a more emphatic public 
endorsement by Great Britain of these projects would be helpful, 
particularly in securing the support of most of the 
Socialist Party in France, which is more or less the key to 
that country's probable action. Permit me to say again that 
I should very much like to see you seize some appropriate 
Opportunity to make a major address on the general subject of 
greater European military and economic unity, stating in 
your own inimitable and eloquent way the things that you have 
already announced that Britain is ready to do in support of 
these purposes. Such might just happen to be the decisive 


influence. 
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The Right Honorable 
Winston Churchill 
The Prime Minister 
London, England. 


€3. 69/2 49(6) 


UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR vieited the 43 
STATE at the London Clinic yesterday 
@leo spoke about our talks with 
it he that we woulé allow 
the Bgyptian Foreign 
Minister without necessarily weiting for the 
20th April. 


om Reapetaay, <2 Chats sn8t ee Shave works ye 
Anbaasador 


It would therefore be a short 
while before we were ready. Meenwhile Mr. Creswell 
hed been clearing the ground informally. 


Tep: African pert. (to enter) 
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I hope you are making pregress. ” Tie are aiming 
at the 20th for resumption of conversations. I contem- 
plate a definite and formal opening of negotiations with 
Neguib and the Egyptians. This should be distinct from 


ti+the ordinary diplomatic talks. Meanwhile the less said 


Er 


to etter. They have denounced the Treaty of 


1936 and are now making a new approach to us. We are 
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consenting to hear what they have got to sa; 

Mit parole anes 
yes You will see from/my immediately following 
telegram the decisions I have taken. You will head our 
delegation with Robertson as yourco-delegate. I hope, 


of course, that presently the President, ghom I am telling, 
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will let Caffery and Hull join you but this must await 


events. 


3. Announcements will be made here in the course 


of the next week, meanwhile there is no necessity to draft 
an agreed conmancuepbaore the talks open. I am 


considering with the Foreign Office the message which 


a a 


should now be sent through you to the Egyptian 
Government saying that our delegation will be prepared 


to meet them on whatever date is possible. 


ee 


11 April, 1953. 
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SECRET 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CATRO 


Cypher/OTP 


No.797 
11th rh 55. D.11.54 p.m. 11th April, 1953, 


Following is minute addr 
Minister to Minister of Defen 
War 1 rrec to in paragraph 2 
telegran. 

[Begins]. 

I have seen Generai Robertson who is willing to undertake 
the mission I had in mind. He will be the Ambassadc 
co-delegate of Her sty's Government in the conv tions 
shortly to begin in ro with the Egyptian Government out 
the Canal Zone, the Middle East base and cognate issue, For this 
purpose he should be relieved on (?) Thursday next of his 
Command in the Middle East. General Nicholson should be announced 
as his successor and in the interwal General Festing can be acting 
Commander. 


2. General Robertson will, like the Ambassador, act 
directly under Her Majesty's Government and both will receive 
their instructions through the Foreign Office. 


(Ends]. 


[Copies sent to the Prine Minister]. 


BBB 
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rselive 
3 January. W course Stan 
We need to maintain the principle that in 
should in the main keep command and technical control ‘of our 
own depots, installations and stores. There would still be 
opportunity for hending over to the Egyptians certain of the 


£ 


depots or installations, or parts of them, and there might 
sibly be some latitude on t actual numbers of United 
nedom personnel to be retained armed and in uniform, General 


tobertson will of course be fully briefed on all this, 


You should accordingly make a communicntion to the 
ian Government on the 15th of April in the following 


representatives ae “the Egyptien G ramen: on or soon pester 
April 20th. At this and later meetings, both sides d 
have the opportunity of stating fully their views a 
finding the best way to talk them over. General Sir 
Ropertson, who has been in London for consul 
errive in Cairo on April 16th to join Her Maj 
Ambassador and to act in associntion with “ne in the 
discussions. An announcement about General Robertson's 
appointment will be made in London on the morning of 
April 16th. 

Jeo see 
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2. 


de My immediately following telegram contains the text 
of the announcement which will be made nd which you should 
also give to the Egyptian Government at th 
ation referred to above. 


time as 
you mike the commun 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister. J 
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SECRET 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO 


Cypher/OTP. 


No: 806 
12th April, 1953. 


preceding telegram. 
Following is text of announcement:~ 
Begins: 


It is expected that discussions between Her Ma esty's 
Government and the Egyptian Government on outstanding questions 
between the two countries will open shortly in Cairo. For 
these discussions, Her Majesty's Government have appointed as 
their representatives Her ajesty's Ambassador in Cairo and 
General Sir Brian Robert a General Robertson will be 
relieved of his appointment as Commander—in-Chief Middle East 
Land Forces with effect from the 16th iipril by Lieutenant-- 
General Sir Cameron Nicholson. Pending Lieutenant-General 
Nicholson's arrival in the theatre, Lieutenant—General 
Sir Francis Festing will act for hin, 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister], 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO | INGTON 


Cypher/OTP 


No. 1632 


13th April, 1953 April, 


1953 


> deliver following message from the Prime Minister 


senhower. 


[Begins]. 


I thought that now Slim is no longer available the best 
man to replace him in our negotiations with the Egyptians 
would be General Sir Brian Robertson, Commander-in-Chief, 
Middle E Land Fore I am sure you know him well. 

The Ambassador will lead our del 
co-delegate, Therefore if, as I still hope, you can join 


gation with Robertson as his 


us at a later stage, Robertson will be in almost exactly the 
same position as Hull, Robertson is being relieved of his 
Command for this purpose a month earlier than would otherwise 


have been the case, 

2, This announcement will be made on 16th April, and 
will be preceded on 15th April. by an invitation from us to 
the Egyptians to open negotiations, I intend that there 
shall be a definite and formal opening. We hope this will 


be before the end of April. 


{Ends]. 


[Copies sent to Prime Minister]. 
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SECRET 
FROM CiIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Cypher/OIP PRISEC 


Mr. Creswell 
No.. 653 D:12.01 pom. 13th April 1953 
13th April 1953 R:12.1% pem. 13th April 1953 


DEDIP 
SECRET 


Your telegram No. 805. 

Following personal from Ambassador for Prime 
Minister. 

See my telegram No. 652 about Creswell's conversation 
with Caffery. 


On balance it would, I think, be best to postpone 
time—-table proposed in your paragraph 3. This would 
also enable me to consult with Robertson here or at 
Fayid before opening of the talks. Doctors are none 
too certain that I will, in fact, be out of hospital 


by 20th. 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister] 
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=) SECRET 


FROM FORET OFFICE TO CAIRO 
Cypher/OTP PRISEC 


D: 9.50 pom. 15th April, 1953. 


ned until a 


make the commu 
2 15th April, 4 
+ You should substitute the 


27th april" for the words "on soon after 20th Ap 
Also instead of saying that Robertson "will arrive in 

on 16th 4“pril to join Her Majesty's Ambassador", 

say that he "will return to Egypt on 16th April and will 
act in ass tion with Her Majesty's Amb: r in the 
discussions", 


{Copies sent to Prime Minister]. 
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SECRET 


FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Cypher/OTP 


Makins D, 


ipril, 1953, 


IMMEDIATE 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegrem No, 790 of 14th April 
Repeated for information to Cairo, 


Your telegram No, 1632. 


I sent the message for the President to the White House and it 
will be conveyed to him at Augusta this afternoon, In Dulles! absence 
in Canada, I gave the messa ge addressed to him to Bedell Smith instead, 


2, Bedell Smith said that their information from Cairo about the 
present Egyptian attitude to the negotiations was encouraging. There 
had been a reply to the President's message to Neguib, which had been 
amplified in an oral message sent through Caffery, Bedell Smith 
inferred from these messages that the Egyptians were now moderating 
their position, 


Foreign Office pass Cairo as my telegram No, 54, 


[Repeated to Cairo_/, 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister_7/, 
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Pray 


emergency 


is bein 


iraw pay as Adjutan 


ith all necessary = NSes., 


15 April, 1953. 
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SECRET 
FOREIGN OFFICE TO W.:SHINGTON &% / ret 
c 


Cypher/OTP ©, PRISEC 


No. 1659 D. 6.05 pom. 15th April, 1953. 
15th April, 1953. 


IMMEDIATE 


Followin 
Prime Minister to Ger 


advance of letter ¥ 
Begi 


Now thet in Anthony's unfortunate il I have had to 
take over the Foreign Office, I shall look forward to correspon- 
ding with you and your chief, Foster Dulles, I like the news 
which Makins conveys me of his talks with you about the Persian 
tafig. and have cabled you to this effect officially. 


2. I hope you will give real help in our attempt to solve 
the Canal Zone problem on the lines we have agreed with you. 
This gives far the best chance of an agreement meeting our joint 
strategic needs, But I hope if you do come in, you will act 
as a reinforcement on major points, and not as a mediator, 
remembering that we went a long way in our joint talks to reach 
agreement with you. I do not feel like being whittled on 
substance, 

3 There is a point of detail on which I shall have to 
dnsist, namely that the British military personnel left to guard 
or look after the base shall be in uniform and carry personal 
arms. If not, they: would simply be hostages and could be 
arrested at any time by the Egyptian police, On the other 
hend, if armed, such an aggression and breach of the agreement 
would amount, to an act of war, and would therefore in all 
probability not occar, There are sure to be disagreements in 
the, future about Sudan, and they cannot remain defenceless yet 
charged with great inter-allicd responsibilities, at. the mercy 
and.good faith of any Egyptian dictator who may jump or crawl 
into office overnight. I am sure you will think of these 
points in a realistic way. 
; Le Tt 
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SECRET 
Foreign Office telegram No, 1659 to Washington’ 
= De 
4. It is very nice to be working with you again, 


Se I am very glad you will look at the excerpts from 
my final Volume which the President tells me he will entrust 
to yous I will have them sent you shortly, 


Ends, 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister]. 
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FROM CAIRO T 


il, 


end to 


Your telegrams Nos .805 1 808 (not re 


Your instructions were carried out by the 
behalf this morning. 

2. Egyptian Government will make an announce ment in the 
following terms; 

"Her Majesty's Government and the Egyptian Government have 
agreed to open discussions shortly on questions pending between 
the two countries. The Prime Minister and Foreign Minister will 
receive Her Majesty's Ambassador and General Robertson on 
27th April". 

3. Fawzi attached importance to naming a specific date 
to releasing the news in Cairo morning press on 16th April. 


hk. Creswell said it was essential that restraint should 
be shown by the Egyptian press during the next eleven s and 
that there should be no provocative statements by officers of 
the régime or mention of slogans such as “unconditional 
evacuation", He mentioned several recent cases of objectional 
press comment, e.g. my telegram No.654, and emphasised that such 
tactics might arouse British opinion and greatly incre 
difficulties. Fawzi agreed to do all he could and said that 
once a specific [?grp omitted} had been announced he should be 
able to keep things quiet. 


Foreign Office please pass Washington as my telegram No.21.. 
[Repeated to Washington] 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister]. 


BBB 
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SECRETARY OF STATE'S FILE 
Eq | S3/¢y 


Your minute 65/53 of 15th April about Generel 
Roberteon, 

I attech o Sepy of a telegran which I heve sent to 
Gairo. i will report further when I have the Bmbassy's 
reply. 
2e I understand thet the Embassy had great difficulty in 
finding & suitable Ville when they 
Field Marshal 


were looking for one for 
Slim end he had errenged to stay in ean hotel et 
firet, until better erraengements could be made. They will 
mee hewe another try. 

Se «Es om Amformed that the 
General Robertson’ 


Wer Office will continue to meet 


®& beric pay and allowences as Commander=in- 


Chier, Middle xest Land Forces, until he tekes up his @ppeint-| 


ment at the War Office. The Foreign Office will pay a 

Speciel sllowance to Cover additional expenditure he may incur) 
while Working for us. He hes unéerteken 
Bis conmai tx 


to let us know what 
1ents are likeiy to be ané we will do our best for bh 


be i heve sent a copy of this minute to the Secretary of 
Stete for wer. 


19-53 
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MOISSIMY3d LNOHLIA ATV: 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


20th April, 1953. 


€g /s>/95- 


I enclose for your information a 
copy of Bedell Smith's reply to the 
message to him from the Prime Minister 
contained in Foreign Office telegram 


No. 1659 of 15th April. 


Sir William Strang, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., M.B.E., 


Foreign Office 
London, S. W. 
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The Under Secretary of State 
Washington 
April 20th 1953. 


ivate and Personal 


My dear Prime Minister, 


It was very much like old times to receive your 
personal message transmitted to me by Roger Makins. I 
have been laid up myself for a couple of days which 
accounts for my delay in answering. 


The latest news from Egypt seems promising, at 
least of a start, and as you know our feeling has been 
that if we can just get these talks under way there is 
a reasonable chance for success. I have told Roger 
Makins, and I can assure you, that there is no 
intention of nibbling at you on substance. We 
disagreed with you on initial tactics, but whether 
or not we were right or wrong only time can tell. 

The main thing now is to get started. We ourselves 
have a Canal problem as you are well aware, and while 
there are certain basic differences in status, we, 
like you, are very sensitive to the strategical 
impact of control. 


¢2£4/008 O4 


I look forward with selfish pleasure to having an 
early look at parts of your final volume. You must 
know, I am sure, that the President would have been 
perfectly willing to defer to your own keen sense 
of international relations, and I am afraid it s 
partly due to the fact that I so enjoy reading 
what you write that I offered to "look" at the 
excerpts. You shall have them back with great 
promptness,. 
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Faithfully, 
(Sgd) Bedell. 


The Right Honorable 
Winston 8. Churchill, 
Prime Minister, 

London, 


shy does this telegram despatched on the 16th 
of jpril enmly reach me sou, late on the 20th? I 
wish all the telegram received or drafted on the 
ugyptian question to be seat to ay rrivate Office. 
Bo action is to be taken or telegrams seat without 


my previous spproval. 
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‘LMS MUSTER. 

Your personal minute Ho. 95/55 of April 20. 

A copy of the atteched telegram (Ko. 825 to Cairo 
of April 16) was sent to Ho. 40 om the morning of Priday, 


~122uasafey 


April 17. 

2. I note your wish thet all telegrams reecived or 
@refted on the Egyptian question should be sent to your 
Private Office. I also note that no esticg is to be 
taken or telegrams sent without your previous approval. 
1 aswune $4 dose not apply to telograne of © routine 


character, but only to those bearing on say question 
of policy. 
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SECRET 
FROM FOREIGN OFFIC 3 


Cypher/0TP 


No. 1751 
21st April, 


DIMEDIATE 
DEDIP 
SECRET 


ondering 3 

d i 1 S ving « 
E you know, are having our 
with the stians on the 27th « nothing will be 
by us except as part of a é ze" settleme 


2. Your speech about Russia w 3 
Parties, I append my statement and tha ; tex Morrison 
in reply. dissent was expressed in » par the House, 


3. I should like to know what you think should be the next 
step. Evidently we must wait a fev for their reply or 
reaction, It is not likely that the Soviets will agree about 
the release of the Satellites or a unified Korea. There will, 
however, be a strong movement here for a meeting between Heads 
of States and Governments. How do you stand about this? In my 
opinion the best would be that the three victorious Powers, who 
separated at Potsdam in 1945, should come together again. by 
like the idea you mentioned to me of Stockholm, I am sure the 
world will expect something like this to emerge if the Soviets 
do not turn your proposals down abruptly. 

4. If nothing can be arranged I shall have to consider 
seriously a personal contact. You told me in New York you 
would have&ebjection to this. I should be grateful if you would 
let me knoy how these things are shaping in your mind, 


Yours ever, 
Winston." 


/The 
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Zar 


SECRET ® 
1751 _to Washington 


Foreign Office telegram No. 


age 


The original text will follow by bag to-morrow. I have 
shown it to the United States Ambassador this afternoon, 
ease’ attach 
of Commons yesterday 
d also the 


(see my te 
in my immed 


Mr, Morrison's 
following telegram, 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister]. 
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S96 LOW SMHO9SY ONG Id SHI 4o (y) ¢ 


NOLLSSS HS0AN INFN LEWES 41 py 


18/53/55 


SECRE i mest f De area mre Pts FILE 


PRIME INI Fe Thi 


One of the main reasons for the difference 
between our judgment of the gyptian Government and that 
of the Americans is that the state Vepartment appear 
only to receive reports of what the Kgyptians say to 
Americans to their faces and not what is said behind 


their backs, 


information if thet the 


ie 7 
extremists in the liecuib régime want to play us along 
for another six months, by which time they will hope to 
have prepared their vuerrilla formations to 4a pitch 
where they can be effectively used against our forces 
Their German advisers are reported 


in the Canal Zone. 
The keyptians 


to be encouraging this tendency. 


probably want, to ¢et ric of us without @ row, but they 


nay find our price too stiff, If s0, it is no good 


the Americans expecting us to lower the price in view 
of what we suspect to be the real intentions of the 
Kgyptians, On the contrary, we can only ugree to 
withdraw our forces if we get what we consider adequate 


safeguards for the future from egypt. 


wn Dulles eavien’ on hig uae of the utdaie Rast, 


one of our most valuable pecent. ‘reports in this 
sense, 


he ) ’ 


ae Mos.) 4 
} | i , é ii) 74 
a : b = “a Seis Ny PS hie 


=:eoussafay 


xn / WB S3A\)9 


SECRETARY Of 


I enclose = copy of the Minister of State’s reaord 


of a conversation with the Egyptian Ambassador on April, 20- 


It is a piece of umecescary fussiness on the pert 
This is not the first time| 


iF} 


2. 
of the Egyptian Ambassadors 


22/008 O4 


that he has raised thie point. 
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The Egyptien Ambassador came to see me on April 20 to 
Giscusse two points. 


2. The first one he 4id not succeed in making clear to 
me owing to his imperfect knowledge of the snglish language. 
I understood him to say that Dr. Fawsi hed meade clear to 
Mx. Creswell that the Egyptian Government had not at any 
time, and were not now contemplating a defence agreenent. 
Dr. Fewsi wished this to be cleer to us before the negotia- 
tions started. I asked whether that meant that the 
Egyptian Goverment were now seeking to mke it « condition 
precedent to the opening of negotiations that we should 
agree that there would be no defence agreement. The 
Ambassador said no, he didn't mean that. Be meant thet 
the Egyptian Government were not agreeing that there would 
have to be a defence agreement. I seid that if thet re 
the position I saw no difficulty. I thought each side 


wes entering upon these negotiations to discuss the whole 
renge of problems but without prior commitment on either 
side, i think that the position wes made clear before our 
conversation concluded but I em not absolutely certein that 
I really got the sense of what the ambassador wanted to say 
or that he really understood my reply. 


3. He next reised the question of the leraeli Ambessador's 
recent call upon me and the Aide tiencire asking for consulte- 
tion between the Icree]l and United Kingdom Governments 
defore our negotiations with Egypt began and during them. 


ke I said thet we did not acknowledge the ~ 
country to consultation with us ebout thes’ 

we would decide for ourselves whethe- ~ 

talk with any other interested Gov 

ef the negotiations, I seid t 

discuse the negotiations wit? 

ment we would discuss the 
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"h/ WBS VSS 


1SEBR 


SECRE 


I think you should see the enclosed copy of 


letter fro re Creswell to Sir James Bowker deted 


April 135 about "r. Caorterye 


sending «© copy of Mr. Creswell"s letter to 


ins for bis inforsstion. 
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SECRET AND PERSONAL BRITASH EAbbhGES<, 
Chap CarlRO. 
Avril 13, 1953. 


Gly deer Jin 


=:22uasafay 


Please sce my Poregonal and Secret (Guerd) letters of February 
16 and Maren 1) to Roger Allen sbout the attitude of the Americans 
here. This is probably « suitable moment to outline as far «sa Tt 
eon Ceffery’s own present interpretution of his peliey directive. 
This comes through Lewis Jones, the new Counselior, who neturally 
looks upon these things with a quite new and un: rejudiced eye. 
(ishepe you willmot mention his name in this e mnexion). 


2e Catfery continues to think, es he has done throughout the last 
yeur, thet his supreme’: moment will come when the eis a major 
breakdorn between us and the © yotians (im partiouler in the forth- 
Coming Gefence negotiations). He will them hove to etep in 

end "pick tp the pieces". u order to do so, he must meanwhile 
rewain aboolutely free of any taint of siding with ome side or the 
other, and he goes so fer, in the interpretation of tis self- 
conesived policy, a8 asying that it would be undesirable ror his 
Gounsellor to be «nown to the Sgyptiens as having gone down to pey 
@ Vieit to our Coumsamdere-in-Chier st Fayide To me it me thet, 
if emything Gonetitutes lean mg OVer backwards in order to show 
Solidarity with us, this islit. in generel, he is orepurdd to 
Poss on mesg ® from the Egyptians to us (see my telegram No. 652) 
end c but strictly svoids being drawn inte discussion 
with us om the wider issues. 
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be You/muet, of course, discount a certain amount of personal 
bitterziess on m, own part, but I am quite eure that if thie is the 
interpretetion of hie poliey which Ceftery is giving to his own 
Counsellorg it esnnot be far wide of the marke I cen think of 
nothing wore likely to comiribute to the breakdo wm whieh Caffery 
hisweli vieuelises : while his Capecity to act as a [74 
Seaaeae im any mamner helpful to ue reauins Very much in doubte 

think you should be aware of thie, on the eve of Dulles’ visit, 
im eeae there ia any tendeney to think thet Cefrery hes put away 
Such views and iv now pulling his weight in the joint cause in 
the execution of hie fresh instructi o6. Incidentally, elec, I 
think he is probebiy yatting uy o considerable fight to prevent 
Generel Kull coming here ~ at @my rete until there is obreskdown 
im our negoticationse He [pretty clesrly dces not want hishere at 
all. 
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4e It goose much ageinst the érein, I cen assure gau, to indulge 
in tale-telling agninet the Americans here. But there is so much 
wrong thet I think it would not be right to pese it by; and 
perticqulerly #0, since es ier as I cen sake ow 2 the policy which 
we now propose to foRlow depends ao much om genuine and wholes 
hearted Amerieen support here, and on convinging the Egyptiens 
that this is the case. 


Glows 


(Me de Gresveli) 


(ir James Bow OP, KeGell.O., 
The Foreign Office 
LONDGY, SaWele ” 


G Jes; . 39 


we 


SBORBT 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO Ci,TRO 


Cypher/OTP PRISEC 


auafay 


D. 1.38 a.m, 23rd April, 1955. 


Prime Minister to Mr. Creswell. 


We must not be too ily worried by speeche 

ers of a usurper government most anxious about their 
own position. If they are rude while we remain polite 
this would help us when the conference opens. There 
should be no question of British "provocation" by Egyptian 
words. The more abusive and insulting they are the easier 
it will ve for us to take a calm line and also, if need be, 
Pray take this message as a guide in your 


1330 O80338 
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a strong ons. 
outlook. 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister]. 
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es CE 
tf 68/53/76 Eg /sslior 
Zk. Gaur uy 


In bie minute t) you Ho. ol /i6/55/53 of April 2l, 
the Minieter of Stete eaid that he hed inetructed Gir R. Maki 
rm meke evellable to the Stete Peportaent 
_ information ehout the views and intentions of the 
extremiate in the Neguib régive. Sir GC. Steel aceordingly 
epeke to lr. Bedell Smith. I send you herewith Sir C. Steel's 
weoerd af the converéation. 


TH 6 A COPY 
fe CRAGINAL MAS BEEN RETAINED 
WM: tits OPA T MENT UNDER SECT 
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 1068 


TF 
ePltioi hibausy, 
Shen Mgtulb, UseQe 


ApMLL dl, LYD5~ 


Dear J Lin ee 

A Roger wee j to cme 4 epeeeh in New Ha tod u 

taked me to deal th your letter dik 10545/60 ef the | i7tn Apel ie 
Umith, Dulles being ale. avey en route to NedeTeQe I had a 


long und a6 usual most friendly conversation. 
Ze g Pho ye GnMOuUnoewent to make 
had be porte about 


7 , 4 
L 
pees): ~~. p04 
* . A 
= 4 e 
. : - 
z os, 
wr 


2 
as 


him @ GOpy 
Sttitnde of the ited to tell 
tho ug efault on the negotiatians 
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Addres 


ted for 


Thank you for 
701 to B.M.E.O. 

je feel that we have been given all possible guidance. 
We will now do our best. 

Mey we take this opportunity of congratulating 
you on the grect honour which you have received. 


[Copies sent to the Prime Minister]. 
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_ Public Record Office 


‘End 


